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La Source Vive / PCA-STREAM

Architectural Visit Index: 4.7 / 5.0 | Hearing how a building is tuned
within the forest

Spatial Story

« Begin between the two halls: Compare the timber La Grange au Lac
of 1993 with the copper-clad La Source Vive before entering through the
shared foyer. Their dialogue relies on weight, material and topography

rather than imitation.

 Follow the acoustic relief upward: Trace the dense plaster
undulations at ear level toward the oculus, where the pattern becomes
finer and fades into daylight.

« Design details to notice: Look for the scale of the copper tiles, timber-
and-glass foyer joints, pink beech stage backdrop, concealed absorption
beneath the seats and the operable canopy around the oculus.

Traveler's Toolkit

» Best experience: Choose a performance or public event if possible.
Read daylight and plaster before the music begins, then listen for how
sound travels through the oval seating; outside afterward, the warm foyer
light changes the scale of the copper shell.

« Aesthetic exercise: Compare the weight of exterior copper, transitional
timber and glass, and interior plaster, then relate each to forest, arrival and
listening.

« Photography tip: Frame the exterior through tree trunks and retain
both halls where possible. Indoors, keep verticals straight and use the



oculus as a compositional centre. Solo visitors can use a timer on a public
woodland path, standing near entrance light for scale; use the public foyer
for self-portraits only where photography is permitted.

. Extend the route: Combine the hall with Evian’ s old town, the Lake
Geneva waterfront and the funicular route for a half- or full-day sequence
from lakeside city to hillside woodland.

Getting There & Timing

« Check before travelling: The venue is at 37 avenue des Mélezes in
Neuvecelle. Confirm programmes, tickets and current access through
official Les Mélézes or Evian Resort channels.

« Best time: An afternoon arrival reveals woodland and copper in
daylight, while an evening performance adds interior light and the
atmosphere of the forest after dark.

Visit Advice: Divide the visit into seeing and hearing. Before the
performance, identify the concrete inner shell, timber outer frame and
copper roof; inside, test how plaster relief, seating and oculus support
the sound. Architecture becomes clearest when its visible clues align
with the listening experience.



