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Architectural Visit Index - Tokyo Ballet House

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (An Open Stage Woven into Tokyo's



Dense Urban Fabric)

1. Micro-Urban Suturing Rejecting Introversion: Located in
the Toshima ward of Tokyo, Japan, this is a mixed-use
building covering approximately 275 square meters. Situated
near the historic Rikugien garden, it is surrounded by a
traditional, densely populated residential neighborhood rich
with close-knit community bonds. Unlike most dance studios
that seek enclosed privacy, the Kenta Sano architectural team
took the exact opposite approach. By sinking the ground-
floor entrance terrace by 300 millimeters and gently
embracing it with planted greenery, they constructed a highly
inviting transitional boundary between the private studio and

the bustling public street.

2. Vertical Stacking Meeting the Scale of Dance: On this
compact site, the architects executed a precise vertical spatial
reorganization. The core ballet studio is lifted and suspended,
achieving a generous clear height of 4.2 meters, fully capable
of accommodating all grand leaping movements of the
dancers. Tucked ingeniously beneath the studio are ancillary
rooms and a garage, while a compact penthouse residence

rests lightly on top. The volumetric offsets and gaps between



these stacked masses naturally generate deep eaves and

green-filled terraces.

3. A Theatrical Space Where the City is the Auditorium:
The most captivating poetry of the entire building lies in its
strong theatricality. The architects deliberately compressed
the ceiling height of the ground-floor garage, bringing the
floor of the second-story ballet studio as close to the eye
level of pedestrians on the street as possible. The massive
northern glazed opening is conceived as a proscenium arch,
and the soft textile curtains act as stage drapes. When
dancers perform inside, the layered Tokyo urban skyline and
the pedestrians outside naturally become the audience for

this everyday performance.
Visit Recommendation

. Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you
stroll past this ordinary Tokyo street at dusk. Look
through that massive glass proscenium at the elegant
postures of the dancers bathed in warm interior light,
and experience how the architects instantly collapsed
the distance between performing arts and everyday civic

life through ultimate sectional elevation control.



. Core Highlights: Study how this building finds a
balance between "highly private living" and "highly
extroverted performance." Observe how the design
team abandoned conventional enclosed walls, using a
spatial logic full of trust and transparency to mediate
the relationship between the city, the residence, and the

art studio.

« Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since you are
already in the Toshima ward of Tokyo, do not miss
Rikugien, located just a stone's throw away. It is a
masterpiece of the traditional strolling-style landscape
garden. After appreciating the extroversion and
transparency of this contemporary urban stage at the
Ballet House, step into that historically rich Edo-period
garden to experience the profound inward exploration
and natural tranquility inherent in Japanese spatial

aesthetics.

One-Sentence Summary: Using precise vertical offsets and a
suspended glass stage, it carves out a poetic artistic dwelling
within Tokyo's dense residential fabric that transforms the

city streets into its auditorium.






