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Visit Index - La Vallée Verte

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Parametric Ecological Oasis on the

Banks of the Garonne in Bordeaux)

1. Restrained Envelope and Introverted Ecological

Eruption:

This is a residential complex located in the emerging Bastide
Niel neighborhood of Bordeaux, France, with a total area of
approximately 5250 square meters. It consists of 3
interlocking buildings that define a closed triangular plot. The
Dutch avant-garde architectural design team employed a
strong strategy of "internal and external contrast”: the street-
facing facades are clad in light grey tiles, presenting a highly
restrained urban silhouette; however, once the sightline turns

to the inner courtyard, full-height windows and cascading



greenery form a wildly growing natural eruption. This
introverted ecological microclimate constructs a vibrant
secret valley for the 70 households residing amidst the

bustling city.
2. Sunlight Equity through Parametric Carving:

The peculiar sloping silhouette of this building is not merely a
pursuit of visual spectacle, but stems from extremely rigorous
parametric sunlight deductions. The design team established
a "sun-cut" masterplan rule for the entire district, carving the
building mass by precisely calculating the sun's trajectory to
ensure that every building, and even every floor, within this
high-density block receives ample direct sunlight year-round.
This design approach, treating natural light as the core
generative logic, demonstrates the powerful capacity of
parametric tools in solving sunlight issues in high-density
cities.

3. Deeply Integrated Vertical Greening and Ecological

Resilience:

The vertical greening here is by no means superficial visual
decoration; it is built upon an extremely well-developed

operational and maintenance system. The cascading loggias



are arranged with variously sized planters, covering a rich
variety of vegetation from shrubs to small trees. To ensure
the long-term survival of this aerial forest, the architects even
designed a hidden circular maintenance path specifically for
professional gardeners within the structural walls, and utilized
highly playful steel doors featuring the "silhouette of a
gardener wearing a wide-brimmed hat" at the path openings.
Combined with solar photovoltaic panels, connection to the
district heating network, and a ground floor elevated against
flood risks, the project deeply etches ecological resilience into

the building's infrastructure.
Visitor Guide

« Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you visit
this French "Eco-Quartier" certified building during a
sunlit day. Stand on the peripheral streets to observe its
light grey sloping facades precisely carved by
parametrization, then peek inward through the
building's gaps to experience the intense visual contrast
brought by that three-dimensional green valley,
embraced by white walls and spreading from the

ground all the way to the roof.



« Core Highlights: Study how this building achieves a
perfect balance between "high density" and a "high
greening rate." Carefully observe how the design team
used rational parametric algorithms to deduce the
building's outline, while softening the massive
architectural volume with humorous, humanistic details

like the "gardener silhouette doors."

« Nearby Visit Recommendation: Since you are already
on the right bank of the Garonne River in Bordeaux,
France, after appreciating the avant-garde concepts of
this contemporary parametric ecological residence, it is
highly recommended that you cross the Garonne to
stroll through the famous Place de la Bourse and its
Miroir d'eau (Water Mirror). After experiencing the
vertical greenery of modern architecture, go and
experience how that vast horizontal water surface
reflects Bordeaux's magnificent 18th-century classical
architectural ensembles. This will undoubtedly be an

urban spatial dialogue spanning several centuries.

One-Sentence Summary: Using parametric algorithms to

carve a restrained urban shell, it nurtures a sun-drenched,



lush introverted vertical ecological valley on the banks of the

Garonne in Bordeaux.



