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Media Library and Music School
Architectural Visit Index: 4.6 /5.0 | &h A civic living room
between cliff and old town

(| Spatial Story

« From Old Town to Cliff: Begin on Rue Jean-Baptiste Delpeyrat.
Follow the retained wall and notice how the new library keeps the street
scale low, then pass through the historic house's arched porch into the
inner court. The town, former factory and natural cliff emerge in layers
along a single route.

« The Reading Cave: Once inside, circle the open reading floor before
approaching the low recess carved into the cliff. The shift from the tall,
bright civic hall to the rough and quiet rock surface is the clearest
explanation of why the building was placed directly against the mineral

Mmass.

« Several Speeds of Public Life: The court, activity room, main reading
floor and upper terrace support passage, gathering, lingering and distant
views. Experiencing them in sequence reveals a library designed less as
one large hall than as a civic interior with choices of distance, sound and

duration.

« B Design Details to Notice: Start with the irregular stone imprint
in the ochre facade, then compare the pale lining of the skylights, the
edges of cantilevered walls and the exposed cliff inside the reading cave.
These details translate Sarlat's mineral landscape into light, touch and
temperature rather than surface decoration.

& Traveler's Toolkit



« a Ultimate Experience: Choose a relatively calm morning. View the
whole complex from the street, sit in the reading area for twenty minutes,
then climb to the public terrace and look back toward the old town. Equal
time moving and remaining still brings out the project’s shift between
urban route and personal reading.

« & Aesthetic Exercise: Compare three yellows: warm historic stone,
ochre exterior concrete and the paler pink-ochre of the skylights. Watch
how each changes in shadow, daylight and reflection. It is a useful exercise
in seeing colour as both a contextual link and a way of distinguishing

spaces.

« wma Photography Tip: Use a vertical frame at the end of the street to
retain the compression between old facades and new volume, then switch
to landscape inside for the contrast between the double-height hall and
reading cave. For a solo portrait, place a phone on a compact tripod or
stable court edge, use the arch as foreground and walk slowly through the
centre. On the terrace, sit toward one side of the broad bench so the timer
shot keeps the seat, roofscape and body in proportion.

. Itinerary Addition: Pair the project with Place de la Liberté and
Sarlat's winding stone lanes. Seeing the historic centre first makes it easier
to recognise how the new library abstracts local masonry, narrow
approaches and irregular rooflines without reproducing them literally.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival: Regional trains connect Sarlat station with the Bordeaux
corridor. From the station, continue on foot or by a short taxi ride toward
the historic centre and library. A car is more practical when combining the

visit with villages across the Périgord Noir.



« Address and Hours: The media library is at 7 Rue Jean-Baptiste
Delpeyrat. Current hours are Tuesday 12:30-18:30, Wednesday and Friday
10:00-18:30, Saturday 10:00-17:30, plus Sunday 10:00-13:00 from October
through March. Recheck holiday changes on the venue's official page
before travelling.

« Visit Rhythm: Allow 90 minutes to two hours: about thirty minutes
outside and in the court, a genuine pause in the reading hall, and time on
the terrace. For clearer spatial photographs, avoid the busier family periods
after school on Wednesday and during Saturday afternoon.

« Best Light: Morning light is well suited to the skylights and cliff
inside the reading hall. Toward evening, the ochre facade approaches the
colour of the old stone wall. Overcast weather is also rewarding because
the distinction between textured concrete and natural rock becomes
especially legible.

« Where to Stay: A base around Sarlat's historic centre makes it easy
to combine the building with an old-town walk. For a wider Dordogne
Valley itinerary, accommodation near the outer roads with parking can
simplify day trips while keeping the library within a half-day urban visit.

= Visit Advice: Read the project first as an urban route and then as a
room for reading. Follow the old wall into the court, sit beside the cliff,
and finish by looking back at Sarlat from the terrace. Those three shifts
of viewpoint tell the relationship between building and town most

clearly.



