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Travel & Visit Index - Jun-kissa in Jiyugaoka

Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (A Four-Seat Time Capsule by the Railway)

1. Public & Accessible

Micro Public Space: This is a truly tiny shop, measuring only 16.8 square
meters with just 4 seats. Although it is a public cafe (Kissaten), getting a seat

requires a bit of luck due to its extremely limited capacity.

Hidden Corner by the Tracks: Located about a 5-minute walk from Jiyugaoka
Station along the railway tracks. Its somewhat hidden location offers a
tranquility amidst the city, accompanied by the occasional sound of passing

trains, evoking a scene straight out of a Japanese drama.

2. Philosophy of Maturation

Designed to Age: Architects Tsubame Architects envisioned a poetic concept:
rather than pursuing a pristine "newness," they designed a space meant to
"mature” over time. Responding to the client's vision of a "Jun-kissa" (traditional
Japanese retro cafe), the design doesn't simply mimic Showa-era retro styles

but uses materials that will naturally age into that storied aesthetic in the future.

The Wooden Counter as Core: The heart of the shop is a meticulously
designed wooden counter. It serves not just as a service point but as a bridge
between the owner and the guests. The texture of the wood is treated to foster
a connection with the user upon touch, destined to accumulate the patina of

time through use.

3. Intimacy of Micro-Space

Tea Room Scale: Within less than 17 square meters, the architects created an
extreme intimacy similar to a Japanese tea room. You are inches away from the
barista and every texture of the shop. This scale forces you to slow down and

focus on the cup of coffee and the moment before you.



Visitor Guide
e Best Way to Visit:

o Solo Visit: Given there are only 4 seats, this is not a place for group
gatherings. It is best suited for visiting alone with a book, or simply to

zone out and enjoy a moment of solitude in a "Jun-kissa."
¢ Highlights:

o Material Details: Observe the details of the wood on the counter and
walls closely to feel how the architects have pre-calculated the flow of

"time" on these materials.

o Railway View: Sitting by the window or at certain angles, you can
experience the shifting light and shadows as the Tokyu trains pass by, a

rhythm of life unique to Jiyugaoka.
¢ Nearby Connections:

o Jiyugaoka Lifestyle Tour: After coffee, explore the famous zakka
(lifestyle goods) shops and patisseries (like Mont St. Clair) in the

Jiyugaoka area to soak in its distinctively elegant atmosphere.

One-Sentence Summary: This is a vessel with only four seats; in an era obsessed with

the new, it gently practices the art of aging.



