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Travel & Visit Index - Gonesse Middle School Cafeteria

Total Score: 3.0/5.0 (A "Retreat” Oasis in a Northern Paris

Campus)
1. Privacy & Accessibility:

« Exclusive Campus Facility, Limited Access: This is an
internal cafeteria located in the Philippe Auguste Middle
School in Gonesse, a northern suburb of Paris, France.
As an educational facility, it primarily serves students
and staff. General tourists cannot freely enter the

premises.

. Exterior Observation: If you are an architecture student
or professional, you might observe its exterior during
non-teaching hours or request an official visit to study
how it redefines the site boundaries within a 1970s

campus.
2. Withdrawing from the Noise:

. Physiological Switch of Spatial Emotion: MARS
Architectes did not merely design a "place to eat"; they
conceived it as a calm space deliberately detached from

the frantic daily rhythm of the school.



A 55-Meter Green Scroll: The dining hall extends along
the east side for 55 meters. Expansive floor-to-ceiling
glass opens up directly to a densely planted garden.
This green buffer not only filters and softens natural
light but also creates a healing atmosphere that allows

students to "withdraw" from the noise.

3. Narrative of Landscape & Materials:

Restrained and Understated Facade: The building
consists of three interlocking volumes clad in slightly
reflective aluminum panels and a zinc-colored standing
seam metal roof, endowing the architecture with an

understated yet high-quality public temperament.

A 32-Meter Fluid Canopy: A 32-meter-long fluid
concrete canopy unfolds along the arrival path. It is not
just a transitional space sheltering from the elements,
but also merges seating with the surrounding
landscape, making the natural environment a true

participant in the architectural narrative.

Visitor Guide:

Best Way to Visit: Given the restricted nature of middle

schools, a "digital tour" via the official website of MARS



Architectes or architectural media is highly
recommended. Focus on studying its cross-sectional

design and light filtration strategies.

. Alternative Experiences: If you are in Paris, you can
look out for other public or collective housing projects
by MARS Architectes to experience their design
philosophy of "amplifying intrinsic site qualities rather

than relying on a fixed formal language.”

One-Sentence Summary: This is not a noisy traditional
cafeteria, but a healing pavilion wrapped in reflective
aluminum and opened to a garden, gently catching the

exhaustion of children between classes.



