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Architectural Visit Index - LARUNS / Mesnil Architectures

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Poetics of Industrial Regeneration at the
Foot of the Pyrenees)

1. From Repair Workshop to Mountain Dwelling: Suppose you are
seeking a contemporary adaptive-reuse residence in the Ossau
Valley of southwestern France. This 150-square-metre house in
the town of Laruns, nestled beneath the Pyrenees, will
fundamentally recalibrate your understanding of architectural
transformation. Its predecessor was an automobile repair
workshop, its two stacked industrial levels buried beneath
successive layers of renovation finishes — until Paris-based
Mesnil Architectures intervened. Stripping away all added
cladding, the practice revealed a robust timber frame of
generous proportions. Rather than veiling this industrial
history beneath a contemporary aesthetic register, the
architects chose to treat it as raw material for spatial narration,
achieving a precise reordering of programmatic layers between
the domestic requirements of an artist couple and the latent
conditions of the existing structure.

2. A Tectonic Ethics of Subtraction: What makes LARUNS most
compelling is its uncompromising commitment to the principle
of non-addition. Every dismantled element was systematically
sorted, cleaned, and stored before being redeployed within the
new design context: former floorboards return as ceiling



finishes and drawer fronts; joists are reborn as outdoor
furniture and a woodshed; a miller's ladder, reused as interior
vertical circulation, becomes an object of quiet spatial poetry.
This methodology resonates directly with the clients' own
artistic practice of collecting and repurposing old canvases into
new works. The building thus becomes a reorganised assembly
of existing components rather than a consumptive act of
construction, articulating a contemporary tectonic position

defined equally by material economy and ethical rigour.

. Sectional Strategy and the Precise Negotiation of Landscape:
The practice’'s spatial decision-making throughout
demonstrates equally assured professional judgement. A new
staircase pressed against the north elevation entirely liberates
the south-facing living spaces, allowing them to unfold as a
single continuous volume from the entrance vestibule through
to the garden. At roof level, a mansard volume drawn from
Béarn vernacular typology contains a cabin-like upper room
that frames direct views toward the mountains through the
existing timber frame. The south-facing terrace reinterprets the
traditional Ossau gallery form, establishing a sheltered, year-
round outdoor threshold between interior inhabitation and the
mountain landscape. At the facade, the discovery of a concrete

portal frame — a remnant of the former vehicle entrance —



informed a decisive widening of the opening, drawing natural

light deep into the building's core.

Visit Recommendation

- Best Approach: A visit to Laruns on a clear day is strongly
recommended. When observing the building from the street,
focus on the proportional relationship between the widened
former workshop entrance and the broad metal-clad
overhang to the south. This exterior reading offers a direct
appreciation of how the architects produced a facade of
considered tension within an otherwise undifferentiated
residential grain, through means of exceptional restraint.

- Core Highlights: Prioritise a study of its design logic of
editing and recomposition over stylistic language. Examine
how the architects deployed systematic material reuse as the
primary generative strategy, transforming an industrial
remnant into a contemporary dwelling in deep dialogue with
its mountain context. Pay particular attention to the tectonic
relationship between the mansard roof volume and the
existing timber frame, and to the vertical spatial narrative
established through the reused miller's ladder.



- About Mesnil Architectures: Founded in 2022 by Antonin
Bohl, Mathias Lefebvre, and Arthur Schmitt, Mesnil
Architectures is headquartered in the 20th arrondissement
of Paris. The practice focuses on rehabilitation, extension,
and new-build projects, and was selected in 2024 to
participate in the Echelle Un incubator programme at the
Ecole d'Architecture de la Ville et des Territoires Paris-Est, a
platform dedicated to supporting emerging architectural
practices in France. The studio’s professional position aligns
closely with the rehabilitation priorities embedded in
France's 1977 Architecture Act, advocating for the reuse,
repair, and adaptive transformation of existing structures as
normative modes of architectural production rather than

marginal alternatives.

- Nearby Visit Recommendation: Following a visit to LARUNS,
consider travelling southward along the Ossau Valley into
the heart of the Pyrenees National Park to encounter the
mountain landscape typology with which this building
maintains a sustained dialogue. Understanding the
geographical context to which the building responds will
deepen your reading of the spatial relationship between the
south-facing terrace, the mansard roofline, and the
mountain views they frame — relationships that are central

to the building's architectural argument.



One-Sentence Summary: Through a tectonic ethics of non-
addition and the systematic redeployment of existing
components, LARUNS precisely carves out an artist's residence
within an abandoned industrial structure at the foot of the French
Pyrenees, achieving a building that is simultaneously
contemporary in sensibility, materially grounded in its site, and in
sustained spatial dialogue with the mountain landscape that

surrounds it.



