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Travel & Visit Index

Total Score: 4.9 / 5.0 (The Perfect Pitstop for Architecture & Cuisine)

1. Public & Accessible

e Not just for looking, but for eating: Unlike the private residences
mentioned before, this is a restaurant fully open to the public. You don't
need to take photos surreptitiously from the gate; you can walk in openly,
order a serving of soba, sit in the best spot, and take your time

appreciating the architectural details.

e The heart of a resort destination: It is located in the Hiruzen Highlands of
Maniwa City, Okayama Prefecture, which is already a famous resort area.

Going here isn't a "detour," but a highlight of the journey.

2. Ultimate Fusion of Architecture & Scenery (View & Architecture)

e The awe of a column-free space: Thanks to CLT (Cross Laminated Timber)
structural technology, the entire restaurant interior is a massive column-
free space. When you sit by the window, there are no obstructions in front
of you—only the rolling Hiruzen mountains and the original rice paddy

landscape. This "panoramic framing" experience is priceless.

e The rhythm of the roof: The folded roof, which mimics the mountain
ridge line, is not only spectacular from the outside but also creates a sense

of powerful beauty and texture through the wooden structure visible on



the ceiling inside.

3. Authentic Experience

o A feast for the senses: Travel is not just about seeing. Here, you smell the
aroma of wood, taste the locally grown, freshly ground, and boiled Hiruzen
soba, and view the scenery of Okayama. The architecture becomes a vessel

connecting the food to the land.

o Craft details: Pay attention to the Noren curtains at the entrance (local
dyeing craftsmanship) and the Kumiko woodwork on the furniture; these

are Japanese traditional crafts you can touch up close.

Visitor Guide

e Best Time:

o Lunch Hour (11:00 - 14:00): Although it is crowded, the sunlight is

at its best. It is recommended to go early to secure a window seat.

o Winter: If you don't mind the cold, winter in Hiruzen is a silver
wonderland. The building itself is designed to withstand heavy
snow (the roof can bear 1.4 meters of snow). Amidst the snowy

landscape, this warm wooden hut looks as beautiful as a fairytale.

e Photography Tips:

o Exterior: Stand on the roadside a bit further away and use a

telephoto lens to compress the image. Capture the rooflines of the



building and the real mountains behind it in the same shot to reveal

the design intent of "mountains beyond mountains".

o Interior: Use a wide-angle lens to capture the massive, column-free

wooden dome.

e Nearby Connections:

o GREENable HIRUZEN: This is a must-visit. The CLT Park designed
by Kengo Kuma is right nearby. You can link these two projects
together for a "One-Day Tour of Contemporary Japanese Wooden

Architecture".

One-Sentence Summary: This is probably one of the most beautiful soba
restaurants in the world. If you are tired of cookie-cutter viral spots, come here. In
the breeze of the Hiruzen Highlands, eat a bowl of noodles, look at a good house,

and feel the most harmonious resonance between technology and nature.



