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Travel & Visit Index - Cafe. MADA in the Little Garden

Total Score: 4.5/5.0 (A Dark Poem in the Lychee Orchard)

1. Public & Accessible

Fully Open Pastoral Cafe: Unlike the private residences mentioned before, this
is a fully public cafe project. Located in the Mueang district of Chiang Rai,

Thailand, it is an architectural work you can walk into and enjoy at any time.

From Orchard to Destination: The site was originally a lychee orchard. Instead
of cutting down trees, the architects followed the existing planting grid to insert
the building. This means you are not just going for coffee, but visiting a carefully

curated agricultural landscape.

2. Dialogue with Nature

J-Shaped Spatial Magic: To avoid the existing lychee trees, the architecture
adopts a unique "J-shaped" configuration. This curving geometry meanders
through the orchard, creating a fluid visual narrative. No matter where you sit,

the view outside is framed greenery, carefully tailored by the architecture.

Metaphor of Dark Tones: The building features a dark-toned exterior. Against
the bright Thai sun and the emerald green orchard, the black architectural
volume appears calm and quiet, acting as a backdrop designed to highlight

nature—making it incredibly photogenic.

3. Authentic Experience

Strolling Along the Ridges: The design focuses not only on the interior but
creates a continuous flow connecting inside and out. You can walk along the
curved corridors, weaving through the preserved tree rows, and feel the spatial

transition from enclosed to open.

Symbiosis of Agriculture and Modernity: This is a model of how
contemporary design can coexist harmoniously with agricultural settings. Here,

the aroma of coffee mixes with the earthy scent of the orchard, offering a pure



healing experience away from urban noise.
Visitor Guide
e Best Time:

o Afternoon: Sunlight filters through the lychee leaves onto the dark
building, creating dappled light and shadow—perfect for photography.

Visiting during the lychee harvest season would add a unique touch.
e Photography Tips:

o Beauty of Curves: Use a wide-angle lens to capture how the building's

J-curve embraces the trees.

o Framing: Sit by the window and shoot how the dark window frames

"frame" the lychee trees outside like a painting.
¢ Nearby Connections:

o Chiang Rai Architecture Tour: Chiang Rai itself boasts expressive
architecture like the White Temple and Blue Temple. This small, beautiful
cafe serves as a quiet, modern resting point during your journey through

this artistic city.

One-Sentence Summary: This is not just a cup of coffee, but a gentle encounter with

modern architecture beneath the lychee trees.



