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Travel & Visit Index - Qasr Al Hokm Metro Station

Total Score: 4.8/5.0 (A Mirrored Palace in Riyadh's Underground)

1. Public & Accessible

Fully Open Urban Hub: This is a core transit hub in the newly built metro
network of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Connecting two main lines with a daily capacity
of 3.6 million passengers, it is entirely open to the public. You can freely explore

this monumental architectural space just like using any regular subway.

Multi-functional Urban Plaza: The smooth terrazzo plaza at ground level is
more than a metro entrance; it serves multiple civic functions, acting as a city

square, the forecourt to a reconstructed mosque, and an Eid prayer ground.

2. The Periscope Canopy

Visual Dialogue between Sky and Underground: Architects Snghetta
employed a majestic stainless-steel canopy clad in 8mm doubly-curved
mirror-polished steel plates. Acting like a giant "urban periscope,” it reflects the
cityscape down into the underground while revealing subterranean activities to

pedestrians above, shattering the enclosed feeling of a subway station.



Floating Lightness: The steel space truss supporting this massive canopy is
designed to be light yet robust, allowing the canopy to seemingly levitate above
its massive conical base. It provides shade for the plaza while drawing natural

light deep underground.

3. Deep Oasis & Cultural Totem

Garden at 35 Meters Deep: In extremely hot Riyadh, the architects created a
climate-controlled underground garden about 35 meters below the surface.
Irrigated by rainwater harvested from the plaza, it provides a rare and cool

sanctuary for travelers.

Najdi Architectural Symbols: Tradition is not overshadowed by high-tech. The
atrium walls are adorned with 326 triangular cut-out patterns inspired by

traditional Saudi Najdi architecture. Coupled with a 100-meter-long media art
wall, this modern transport infrastructure is imbued with a strong sense of local

cultural identity.

Visitor Guide

Best Way to Visit:

o The Descent: It is highly recommended to slowly descend to the
platforms via the escalators. During this journey, look up to see how the
massive polished stainless-steel canopy distorts and reflects light, while
looking down to admire the underground garden 35 meters below,

experiencing the breathtaking scale of the space.
Highlights:
o Mirrored Canopy: The absolute visual focal point of the station.

o Glass Tube Platforms: Observe how the metro trains shuttle through
transparent glass tubes within the grand underground atrium, an

extremely rare feature in traditional subway design.
Nearby Connections:

o Masmak Fortress: The station is located in Riyadh's historic core. Upon
exiting, you are within walking distance of the Masmak Fortress, a pivotal
historical site of the Saudi state, allowing you to experience time travel

from futuristic architecture to a traditional mud-brick fort.

One-Sentence Summary: It is not just a metro station, but a massive mirror reflecting

Riyadh's sky and people, a futuristic oasis carved deep into the heart of the desert.



