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El Arca Residential Pavilion

Architectural Visit Index: 4.5 /5.0 | & A Poetic

Suspended Timber Pavilion in the Tropical Rainforest
() Spatial Story

. The "Ark" Merging with the Rainforest: Using the core
metaphor of an "Ark," the structure hovers with an
extremely lightweight posture over the lush tropical
rainforest terrain. Mallol Arquitectos utilizes a series of
pilotis to elevate the main structure, which not only
cleverly avoids the damp and insect-prone forest floor
but also makes the space resemble a wooden ark
moored in a sea of green, achieving a non-invasive,

harmonious coexistence with the native ecology.



Flowing Spaces with Blurred Boundaries: The pavilion
abandons traditional solid enclosed walls in favor of
transparent sliding wooden louvers and expansively
open facades. This extremely open floor plan maximizes
cross ventilation and dappled tree shadows, completely
shattering the physical barrier between indoors and
outdoors, and immersing the living experience entirely
in the unique climatic and luminous rhythms of the

tropics.

Local Expression of Warm Materiality: The architects
extensively employed warm, natural timber. From the
structural framework to the soaring roof lattices, the
texture and color of the wood exude a rustic, welcoming
aura under the sun. The deep, overhanging eaves not
only provide perfect shelter against tropical downpours
and glaring sunbeams, but their exquisite wooden
joinery also showcases the flawless integration of
modern geometric craftsmanship with the local

vernacular.

& Traveler's Toolkit

wx Ultimate Experience: Sit on a lounge chair beneath



the expansive wooden eaves during a sudden afternoon
tropical thunderstorm. Listen to the white noise of rain
drumming on the roof, breathe in the fresh, earthy scent
of rain-awakened plants, and feel the absolute serenity

and profound sense of sanctuary this "Ark" offers.

. @ Expert Focus: Focus closely on how the architecture
utilizes the "elevated ground floor" and "fully open
facades" to tackle the extremely humid and hot tropical
climate. Study the wisdom of passive design behind
these choices, as well as the intricate wooden louver
details that provide shading while ensuring continuous

air circulation.

. Itinerary Addition: After experiencing this secluded
rainforest retreat, take a drive to the vibrant Panama
City. Witness the engineering marvel connecting two
oceans—the Panama Canal—or stroll through the
historic Casco Viejo (Old Quarter), experiencing the
intense contrast between hidden natural sanctuaries

and a bustling modern metropolis.
@ Getting There

. ldeal Gateway: Panama City, the capital of Panama,



serves as the perfect base camp for embarking on this

tropical architectural journey.

« Driving Deep: Such highly private, independent
residential pavilions are typically hidden within dense
vegetation or private estates on the fringes of the city.
Renting a car from the city center is the best approach;
driving through winding roads and tropical broadleaf
forests serves as an arrival ritual, stripping away urban

noise and transitioning you into nature.

. The Hidden Path: As you approach the destination, you
may need to navigate an unpaved road or walk along a
short rainforest trail. It is highly recommended to bring
comfortable, lightweight hiking shoes and insect
repellent, allowing yourself to step into this wooden ark

in the most relaxed state possible.

In a Nutshell: Using warm timber and a lightweight
elevated posture, it constructs a residential ark within
Panama's lush rainforest that deeply responds to the tropical

climate and thoroughly dissolves the boundaries of nature.



