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Architectural Visit Index - Between the Rock and the River



Total Score: 4.0/5.0 (A Reborn Black Box on the Banks of

the Sazava River in Czechia)

1. A Flood-Resistant Plinth Anchored in Historical Embers:
This is a micro riverside cabin located in Krhanice, Czechia,
covering a mere 78 square meters. It stands quietly on the
banks of the Sazava River, occupying the exact footprint of a
former cabin that was consumed by fire. The local Czech
architectural team did not completely erase the traces of the
past; instead, with a profound reverence for history, they
retained the stone plinth left behind by the old building. This
heavy rock layer not only firmly supports the new structure,
forming a natural barrier against river floods, but also
transforms into an excellent observation deck, where nature

and memory intersect.

2. Charred Timber Facade and Introverted Cave Narrative:
The exterior of the building is entirely clad in deep charred
larch. This treatment not only grants the wood exceptional
weather resistance but also serves as a highly poetic
metaphor, paying homage to the fire that once destroyed the
site. Stepping inside, the spatial atmosphere instantly shifts to

warmth and tranquility. Spruce-paneled walls, paired with a



black metal woodstove and staircase, achieve a high degree
of unity in tone and material with the charred exterior. The
architects deliberately downplayed the presence of
freestanding furniture, shaping the entire interior into a

highly cohesive, cave-like sanctuary.

3. An Operable Landscape Machine Hidden in the Woods:
This is not merely a static dwelling, but an apparatus capable
of interacting flexibly with nature. The main living space
boasts double-height proportions, with a fully transparent
glass curtain wall facing the river. When the folding shutters
are completely open, the interior seamlessly connects with
the durable linoleum terrace outside, greedily drawing the
magnificent river views indoors. When unoccupied, these
shutters can tightly wrap the building, transforming it into an
impenetrable black box that silently recedes into the
surrounding cliffs and dense forests. The sleeping loft
upstairs is compressed to the absolute minimum to maximize

the expansiveness of the ground-floor communal space.
Visit Recommendation

. Best Approach: It is highly recommended that you

engage in an online interpretation through rigorous



professional architectural photography. Direct your
visual focus to the material dialogue between the rough,
original stone plinth and the profound charred timber
volume above, observing how the architects used the
most concise material language to respond to the site's

tragic memory and natural tension.

Core Highlights: Study the "off-grid" ecological logic
and spatial trade-offs of this micro-cabin. Observe how
the design team compressed the sleeping quarters to
the minimum, reserving the area for gathering and
communication; and examine how they ingeniously
utilized the original plinth for wastewater collection,
achieving self-sufficiency in a wild environment almost

entirely detached from the municipal grid.

Surrounding Academic Context Visit: Since you have
turned your attention to Czechia, should you have the
opportunity to visit Central Europe in person, it is
strongly advised that after experiencing the natural
rustic charm of this riverside cabin, you drive to the
capital city of Prague. Visit the Prague Castle or stroll

across the Charles Bridge. After appreciating the



restraint and introversion of modern micro-timber
architecture, immerse yourself in the grand classical
architectural baptism offered by the historically

profound "City of a Hundred Spires."

One-Sentence Summary: Using charred larch and a mottled
old stone plinth, it reshapes a fire-consumed site memory on
the banks of the Sazava River into a poetic sanctuary open to

nature.



