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Curtain House / Johnsen Schmaling Architects

Architectural Visit Index: 3.2 / 5.0 | Reading a calibrated curtain for
private life from the public street

Spatial Story

« See it in motion: The louvers are fixed, but their incremental rotation
changes the apparent openness of the facade as you walk. Its animation
belongs to the observer rather than to a moving mechanism.

« Read the neighbourhood scale: The house does not copy the gables
or ornament of its century-old neighbours, yet it remains close to their
ridge heights and repairs a long gap in the street edge.

« Trace the privacy gradient: The screen opens more in front of glazing
and closes over solid walls and the garage. Its visual density is a direct
record of the enclosure behind.

Traveler's Toolkit

« Best Conditions: Soft daylight reveals the changing angles of the
hybrid timber-and-aluminium louvers. Interior light makes the porous
zones clearer at dusk, but avoid sustained photography into private rooms.

« Expert Focus: Compare frontal and oblique views, then note how the
garage, entrance and upper windows are absorbed into one continuous
vertical field.

« Access Boundary: Curtain House is a private residence and is not open
to visitors. Remain on the public pavement and do not enter the drive,
threshold, courtyard or neighbouring property.



Getting There & Where to Stay

« Area: The house is in Milwaukee's Lower East Side. Published sources
do not provide an address intended for architectural tourism, and locating
the residents should not be treated as the purpose of a visit.

 City Base: For an architecture-focused stay, downtown Milwaukee or
the Lower East Side offers a practical base. Treat the house as a brief
observation during a neighbourhood walk, not as an interior destination.

« Photography Etiquette: Photograph only the overall building and
facade details from public space. Keep pavements clear, avoid identifiable
domestic activity and do not linger after dark.

In a Nutshell: Curtain House rewards a restrained street-level reading,
compressing daylight, solar control and domestic privacy into a fixed
louvered screen whose expression changes as the city moves past it.



