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PERMA Serifos Retreat

L. Architectural Visit Index: 4.2/5.0| £ An Island Retreat Set into
Rock

| Spatial Story

« An inhabitable terrain in the rock: PERMA Serifos Retreat is set into
the rocky landscape of Serifos Island, Greece, and consists of five
residences. Rather than standing in front of the scenery, it organizes
concrete grids, stone walls, water, planted roofs and sea views into a
terrain that can be inhabited.

« Sea, wind and shadow within a grid: The key experience is not a
single facade, but the way the grid frames earth, stone, water, sunlight,
reeds and voids. Moving through the retreat means passing between

openness and enclosure, shelter and distant view.

« From site material to architecture: Stone comes from the
excavation, excavated earth is reused across terraces, floors and built-in
furnishings are cast on site, and rainwater is collected for irrigation.
Sustainability here is part of construction logic rather than a separate label.

& Traveler's Toolkit

« wa Ultimate Experience: If you are staying there or visiting with
permission, the best moments are early morning and late afternoon, when
terraces, shallow pools, stone walls and sea views reveal how light moves

through the concrete grid and reed shading.

« @& Expert Focus: Look at how a strict concrete grid becomes tactile
and soft. It does not control the landscape so much as bring terrain,
material, views, wind and water closer to the scale of the body.



. Itinerary Addition: Serifos is best understood together with its
mining remnants, rocky coastline, Chora and walking routes. PERMA fits
naturally into a slow itinerary about geology, island memory and
contemporary retreat architecture.

@ Getting There & Where to Stay

« Arrival Base: Serifos is usually reached from Athens via ferry from
the Port of Piraeus to the western Cyclades. Schedules vary by season,
ferry company and weather, so confirm current sailings before travel.

« Moving Locally: The project sits in a sloped island setting, and local
public transport may not reach the exact site. For an architecture-focused
trip, a rental car or pre-arranged transfer is more reliable than last-minute
transport.

« Where to Stay: If the goal is to experience the retreat itself, first
confirm PERMA's operating and booking conditions. For a broader
architecture trip, stay around Livadi, Chora or the port area, then plan a
half-day island route.

« Visit Etiquette: PERMA is a private hospitality retreat. Do not enter
residences, courtyards, pools, terraces or use a drone without permission.
Without a booking or appointment, observe only from public or legally
accessible places.

« Visit Rhythm: Treat it as part of a slow Serifos route about terrain,
coast and mining memory, not as a quick photo stop. Focus on slope,
material reuse and the ordering grid rather than full interior access.

=+ In a Nutshell: PERMA Serifos Retreat is best understood within
Serifos’s rocky terrain, sea wind and mining memory; it turns a



concrete grid, site material and retreat living into an inhabitable piece
of land.



