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L’ ARIA Restaurant / Herzog & de Meuron
Visit Index: 4.7 / 5.0 | Reading how lake light enters a meal

Spatial Story

« Arrival Sequence: Approach through the garden beside Villa
Roccabruna and resist heading straight for the lake-facing table. First read
the existing restaurant, five-metre veranda and retained greenhouse from
outside, then move through veranda, main dining room and greenhouse in
sequence. The gradual shift from historic garden axis to a lighter lakeside

edge is more revealing than any single room.

« Design Details to Notice: In the veranda, follow the leaf motif from
muted rose textiles to sgraffito and watch the stone floor cross the folding
doors. In the main room, look up to see cast glass and brass break light
into small reflections. In the greenhouse, trace the lattice shadows across
two marbles. If the cellar appears on your route, compare its walnut-lined
darkness with the glass and planting above.

 Aesthetic Exercise: Choose one custom chair or one shade of green
and find its different echoes in veranda, greenhouse and bar: textile in one
place, marble or reflected foliage in another. Moving attention away from
luxury as a label and toward the way materials carry the site makes the
project easier to understand.

Traveler's Toolkit

« Best Experience: Lunch reveals the strongest relationship between lake,
lattice and glass ceiling; dinner near sunset lets interior reflections
gradually replace daylight. Arrive early enough to walk the garden and



lakeside before sitting down. Seating differs between veranda, greenhouse
and terrace, so ask about the intended area when booking.

« Photography Advice: Begin with a garden view of the low elevation,
then use a normal lens for the rhythm of veranda columns, folding doors
and people. In the greenhouse, work diagonally with the lattice shadows;
at the bar, lower exposure slightly to retain the cast-glass ceiling. Solo
travellers can secure a phone inside the terrace rail or at a table edge and
use a timer while crossing the veranda, reading by the window or turning
toward the lake. Place yourself off-centre so the room remains present.

« Nearby Sequence: Before or after dining, read Villa Roccabruna, the
hotel garden and existing pool buildings as one ensemble. A wider Lake
Como day can include the old town, ferries and lakeside villas, but leave
enough time for narrow roads and changing boat schedules.

Getting There & Where to Stay

 Arrival: The restaurant is at Via Caronti 69, 22020 Blevio. Driving or
taking a taxi from Como is the most direct approach; the lakeside road is
narrow and steep in places, so arrange the return before a late dinner.
Confirm current dining access and your reservation through the official
restaurant page before travelling.

« Stay Planning: Hotel guests can pass the restaurant in morning,
afternoon and at night, seeing the full cycle of changing light. Day visitors
can treat it as a destination meal on the eastern shore. Preserve enough
time for garden, veranda and greenhouse rather than compressing the
experience between too many stops.

Visit Advice: Arrive early and read the building from the garden before
choosing a dining period that still holds some daylight. Treat veranda,



glass ceiling and greenhouse lattice as three different filters for the
same lake light, then look back at the greenhouse after dark. The
project becomes complete in that change of atmosphere.



